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On Monday 13 June, the Irish Minister for European Affairs, Ms. Lucinda Creighton TD and the French 
Ambassador to Ireland,  Mrs Emmanuelle D’Achon officially launched  the latest phase of the Ulysses 
research funding programme. This programme is designed to support new research collaborations 
between Irish and French researchers. It is named Ulysses after James Joyce’s famous novel to 
celebrate the Joycean links between Ireland and France. Applications for funding will open on 
Bloomsday (Thursday 16 June). 
 
Successful researchers will each receive up to €2,500 to spend a short period in the other country to 
carry out their research. Almost 250 projects have been funded in previous years and Ulysses 
provides a crucial mobility experience for early stage researchers. 
 
Speaking at the launch, Minister Creighton pointed out how Ulysses is key to ‘kick-starting’ 
collaborations between Irish and French researchers in a wide variety of areas,  important for both the 
Irish and French economies, including agriculture, pharma-chem, ICT and green-technology.  
 
“These collaborations have continued for many years beyond the end of their Ulysses award.  The 
programme also benefits researchers at the early-stage of their careers, who get the opportunity to 
travel to laboratories in France, forging relationships that continue throughout their careers.”  
 
Her comments were echoed by Ambassador D’Achon:  
 
“Ulysses is an important programme for France, and is part of a larger scheme of bilateral funding 
programmes that France operates with over 65 countries. It is a simple, elegant, relatively low-cost 
way of encouraging researchers in France and Ireland to work together towards common scientific 
challenges.  France is committed to continued research collaboration with Ireland, and along with our 
colleagues in the Irish Research Council for Science, Engineering and Technology, will play an active 
role in the upcoming Dublin, the City of Science 2012 event.  As part of these celebrations, famous 
scientists from France will visit Dublin.” 
 
Ulysses, now in its 14th year, is managed (in Ireland) by the Irish Research Council for Science 
Engineering and Technology (IRCSET) and the Embassy of France in Ireland, and (in France) by 
EGIDE the French exchange agency. Funding is provided by IRCSET, Teagasc and the French 
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs. 
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For further information, contact Malcolm Byrne, Head of Communications, Higher Education Authority. 
(086) 22 37 102 
 
For questions relating to the scheme, please contact: 
 
Dr Jennifer Brennan 
IRCSET Ulysses Programme Leader 
info@ircset.ie 
01 2315000 
 


