
Flair with flour puts
banker in bake-off
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BY BREDA JOY
A Christmas cake com-

plete with flashing lights is
one example of the creativ-
ity of Tracy, whose recipe
for chocolate orange cake is
now up on the TV3 web-
site. 

Much of the mother-of-
three’s approach to baking
revolves around her  chil-
dren, Jane (10), Rory (8)
and Max (7).  

And Rory can claim full
credit for propelling his
mom on her first steps
towards TV stardom
through his discovery of the
TV show’s online appeal
for contestants.

“The following day was
the closing date and Rory
said, ‘Could we enter?’,”
Tracy said. “We filled it in
together. We submitted it
with two photos of our
cakes and off it went.” 

“My philosophy is to get
wholesome things like veg-
etables and fruit into your
children without having a
problem,” she said. 

Tracy works in foreign
exchange for Ulster Bank.
She grew up in Killarney,
and is the second youngest
of the four daughters of
Sean and Frankie Coyne. 

Her mother, Frankie, and

her late grandmother,
Peggy Murray, imbued her
with a love of baking.   

Her grandparents, Peggy
and Dan Murray, were
Glaswegians who ran a
frantically busy grocery
shop in Killarney’s Henn
Street, now called Plunkett
Street, in the 1960s.  

EPISODES
“My grandmother was a

fantastic baker,” Tracy said.
“What she didn’t bake was-
n’t worth talking about. We
were all baking from when
we were tiny.

“It was all hands in, peel-
ing apples or shelling peas
in their house on Saint
Anne’s Road,” she said. “It
was idyllic.”

Tracy, who lives on
Muckross Road, is one of
12 contestants on the reali-
ty television show which
started at 9pm on Wednes-
day, May 21st. 

There are six more
episodes after this week but
the Killarney woman is not
at liberty to say how many
she will appear on. 

The judges are cookery
writer/baker Biddy White
Lennon and world-
renowned pastry chef Paul
Kelly.

TRACY COYNE, a Killarney bank official with
a flair for flour, is one of the stars of the TV3
Great Irish Bake-Off, which showcased her
talents in the opening episode last week. 

OVER THE YEARS the
crew the RNLI Valen-
tia Lifeboat has
saved many lives and
the hard work and
dedication of the vol-
unteers will be hon-
oured this weekend,
with a celebration of
100 years of Valen-
tia Lifeboat. 

BY SINEAD KELLEHER
The whole community

is invited to celebrate with
Valentia Lifeboat crew,
with a family fun day tak-
ing place on Sunday in
Knightstown. 

Families can enjoy a 5k
run, ‘walk the plank’,
bouncy castles, a tug of
war and plenty of games
for all ages and a treasure
hunt around the island. 

A photo exhibition of
Valentia Lifeboat and of
Valentia Island will also
take place at their facili-
ties in Knightstown,
opening on Saturday
afternoon at 1pm.

Details of the rescues
undertaken by the crew
over the past 100 years
will also be on display,
including flags from the

nationalities that Valentia
Lifeboat crew have res-
cued from yachts,
dinghies and trawlers.

A dinner dance will take
place on Sunday evening
at the Royal Hotel in
Valentia on Sunday night,
where Valentia Lifeboat

Station will receive a spe-
cial award from the RNLI
to mark their 100th
anniversary. 

Representatives from
the RNLI Lifeboat service
will attend the dinner
dance as well as members
of Valentia Lifeboat, past

and present. 
Tommy Gilligan, who

has been a member of
Valentia Lifeboat crew for
more than 30 years, is
organising the celebra-
tions. 

“We have 100 years of
service here on the island,

saving lives. There have
been plenty of rescues
and we wanted to mark
and share this occasion
with the community,” he
said. 

“It is a celebration and a
fundraiser for this vital
service.” 

Valentia to celebrate 100 years of lifesaving

FUN WEEKEND: Valentia Lifeboat will be celebrating 100 years in operation this weekend with an open day and plenty of fun activities for
the kids starting at 11am with a 5k run, 12:30 dingy rowing race, 2pm tug of war, plank race, welly throwing and a kids’ treasure hunt
from noon till 5pm. A photo exhibition will take place in the boathouse on Saturday and Sunday.  The weekend will end with a dinner dance
in the Royal Hotel on Sunday evening from 8pm. Pictured here l-r: Cornelia Lyne, Richard Quigley (cox), Tommy McKenna, Leo Houlihan
(engineer), Joanne Cahill and Tommy Gilligan.

Tracy Coyne, Killarney, who is appearing on TV3’s Great Irish Bake-
Off, which started last Wednesday, May 21st.

Jail sentence for third
insurance conviction
At Tralee District Court on
Wednesday, a Tralee woman
who had been convicted of
driving without insurance for
the third time was sen-
tenced to three months in
prison.

Recognisance for an appeal was
set by Judge James O’Connor at her
own bond of €1,000, and that
appeal was promptly lodged.

Margaret McCarthy, 22 Muing
Estate, was charged before Judge
O’Connor with driving with no
insurance at Maglass East, Bally-
macelligott, on December 12th,
2013. She was stopped by gardaí at
12.40am, and there were two previ-
ous convictions for this offence.

Solicitor Patrick Daly, defending,
said that Mrs McCarthy’s husband
had bought the car that evening and
he and the previous owner had gone
for a drink. 

She offered to drive because they
had drink taken for safety reasons
and she took out insurance to drive
the vehicle shortly afterwards.

Judge O’Connor imposed a jail
sentence of three months and dis-
qualified her from driving for two
years.

BY SINEAD KELLEHER
The world’s media sought him

out - but it was Padraig and Joan
Kennelly, founders of Kerry’s
Eye - who got the most iconic
shots of the 78-year-old French
leader and his wife, Yvonne. 

Their photographs now form an

exhibition - ‘De Gaulle: A Quiet
Holiday’ - that opens Friday and
will remain on display for a year
at the Sneem Geopark Centre. 

The exhibition features 24 strik-
ing images from the Kennelly
Archive of the ex-French leader
during his visit, and records the
excitement his presence caused in

Sneem and south Kerry.
‘De Gaulle: A Quiet Holiday’

has previously exhibited in Paris
and Dublin, but this is the first
time the images will be collected
and shown in Kerry.

There is great interest in the
exhibition locally, particularly
from people who remember this
momentous visit.  

“It is wonderful to bring this
exhibition to the village where he
visited,” said administrator with
Kerry Geopark, Julia O’Connor. 

The exhibition will be officially
opened on Friday at 6pm.

DE GAULLE RETURNS TO KERRY

Renowned exhibition to be launched in Sneem
IN MAY 1969, General Charles De Gaulle arrived in Sneem,
two weeks after controversially quitting as President of
France. De Gaulle was one of the most famous men in the
world at the time, and came to Kerry to escape the media
glare ahead of the election prompted by his resignation.  

ON DISPLAY: A
very special
exhibition of
Charles De
Gaulle's visit to
Sneem is to go
on display in
the village from
May 30th, l-r:
Julia O'Connor
(administrator
Kerry Geopark)
and Marian
O'Sullivan.




