
WELCOMED: MEP Sean Kelly was welcomed back to his former
school, Kilcummin NS, last week following his re-election to the
European Parliament.
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Msr Laroche was in the south
Kerry village to open ‘De Gaulle: A
Quiet Holiday’, an exhibition of
photos by the late Padraig and Joan
Kennelly taken during the 1969
visit of the ex-French leader. 

The exhibition from the Kennelly
Archive recalls the excitement
caused by the presence of General
de Gaulle and his wife Yvonne in

Sneem and south Kerry.
The exhibition at the Kerry Geop-

ark centre in Sneem features 24
images from May 1969, and
includes many local faces - includ-
ing Rosemary Bradshaw, who also
attended Friday’s opening. 

Speaking at the launch, Kerry’s
Eye MD Padraig J Kennelly said the
exhibition had a special resonance

for the Kennelly family.
“My father, a proud Kerryman,

would have been very happy that
this collection has been brought
home to Kerry and to Sneem,” he
said.

De Gaulle: A Quiet Holiday has
previously exhibited in Paris and
Dublin, but this is the first time the
images will be collected and shown
in Kerry.

The photographs will remain on
display for a year at the Kerry
Geopark centre. 

French cultural ambassador Hadrien Laroche officially wel-
comed former President of France, General Charles de
Gaulle, back to Sneem on Friday - in the form of an exhibition
that has already been hailed in Dublin and Paris.

De Gaulle exhibition launched in Sneem

Speakers at the opening of the de Gaulle photographic exhibition at the Kerry Geopark centre in Sneem on Friday from left: Dr Paddy Mal-
one, Padraig Kennelly (managing director Kerry's Eye), John O'Sullivan (manager Kerry Geopark) and Hadrien Laroche (French Embassy).

Eva Letanneur, Nicola Duggan and Louis Moriarty attending the opening of the de Gaulle photograph-
ic exhibition at the Kerry Geopark centre in Sneem on Friday.

Rosemary
Bradshaw
pictured with
a photo of
herself dur-
ing the de
Gaulle visit
the opening
of the de
Gaulle pho-
tographic
exhibition at
the Kerry
Geopark
centre in
Sneem on
Friday.

BY SINEAD KELLEHER
The Kerry MEP was greet-

ed by all the pupils from the
school who congratulated
him on his re-election and
they even penned a special
song for him - their very own
adaptation of ‘Congratula-
tions’. He was on hand to do
the honours of raising the
school’s sixth Green flag
which they recently received
at an awards ceremony in
Cork. 

The theme for the sixth
flag is Global Citizenship so
it was fitting that MEP Sean
Kelly raised the flag. 

The theme enabled all in

Kilcummin NS to discover
how their work on the Green
Schools Programme has
positively influenced people
and their local environments
worldwide, and pupils linked
the theme in particular to lit-
ter and waste management to
give them a knowledge and
understanding about the link
between environmental
degradation and human
rights. 

“Students learned about
sustainable development and
examined the world’s inter-
dependency and develop-
ment,” said Gillian. 

Projects included promo-
tion and use of Fair Trade
products, establishing
knowledge on global issues
and events in the school
about Europe, about global
food production and citizen-
ship issues in other coun-
tries. 

Pupils also investigated
nationalities present in Kil-
cummin NS and the various
classes undertook projects to
learn about the currency,
flags and interesting people
from these countries. 

As part of the action plan
for the flag, MEP Sean Kelly
was invited to the school ear-
lier in the year and spoke to
all classes about the EU and
the European Parliament.

The Green Schools com-
mittee consists of pupils
from junior infants up to 6th
class and is responsible for
the action plan to get the
school’s 6th flag. 

The committee also
includes teachers Marie
Condon, Michael O’Sulli-
van, Marguerite Dineen,
Louise Doyle and principal
Gillian Sheehan, along with
the school’s caretaker,
Paudie Cahill. 

“Everyone worked very
hard to get this flag for the
school and we are delighted
to mark the occasion,” said
Gillian. 

GREEN FLAG: MEP Sean Kelly was on hand to raise Kilcummin
National School's sixth Green flag last week, pictured here with the
Green School committee. Front l-r: Thomas Brosnan, Abbie McGuire,
Kieran Nagle, Cliona Doolin, Sean Cox and Leah O'Connell. Middle l-
r: Jacob Pogorzelski, Ailbhe Brosnan, James O'Carroll, Keelan
O'Shea, Klaudia Sznerys, Edel Horgan, Dara O'Callaghan, Ryan
McGurl, Charlotte Doolin and Marie Condon. Back l-r: Sean Kelly,
Gillian Sheehan (principal), Michael O'Sullivan, Louise Doyle,
Michael Sweeney, and Ciara Foran.

Kilcummin school raises sixth Green flag
MEP Sean Kelly celebrated his re-election to
the European Parliament last week with a
very special visit to Kilcummin National
School, his alma mater. 
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■ MEP KELLY BACK IN CLASS 
FOR OFFICIAL CEREMONY


