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Ulysses Survey Results 

February 2015 

 

Summary of Ulysses Programme: 
 

The Ulysses Programme is designed to support new research collaborations between Irish and 

French researchers. It is named Ulysses after James Joyce’s famous novel to celebrate the 

Joycean links between Ireland and France. The programme facilitates the exchange of 

innovative ideas and approaches between Irish and French researchers and the development of 

mutual research projects involving young Irish researchers visiting France and reciprocal visits 

involving young French researchers to Ireland. 

 

Support is provided for short visits to partner institutions and covers travel and subsistence 

costs. Applications involving researchers at an early stage of their academic career will be 

favourably received. The programme offers grants of up to €2,500 to Irish and French 

researchers to support visits linked to mutual research projects. 

 

In Ireland, Ulysses is funded by the Irish Research Council and Teagasc, and administered by 

the Irish Research Council. It is funded by MAE (French Ministry of Foreign Affairs) and 

administered by the Embassy of France in Ireland and Campus France, the leading French 

agency for international mobility, on the French side. The programme funds applications across 

all fields of research, except clinical medicine.  

 

February 2015 Survey: 

In September 2014, the Embassy of France in Ireland conducted a survey among the French 

laureates of the programme, in order to assess the programme from a French perspective. 

Following the outcome of Ulysses 2014 it was agreed that the Irish Research Council would 

survey the Irish laureates using similar survey questions. The results of the French survey can 

be found in appendix I. 

February 2015 Survey Results: 

The qualitative results are based upon the answers given to six questions by Irish laureates over 

the last nine years. 58 laureates responded giving a response of 46%.  

 

Question 1: Did your Ulysses collaboration/project lead to any joint supervised thesis? 

Yes 22.4% 

No 77.6% 



2 | P a g e  
 

 

The responses to question one mirror those on the French side where 85% of their researchers 

were not able to set up joint supervised thesis. Many of the Irish respondents stated that their 

collaboration with a French partner was never focused on working towards a PhD. However in 

some cases the respective project did lead to research projects being conducted at both masters 

level and in undergraduate final year research. 

 

Question 2: Did your Ulysses collaboration lead to any co-publications? 

Yes 84.5% 

No 15.5% 

 

As expected the responses to question two replicate the results from the French survey. 83% 

of French researchers had signed scientific publications with their Irish partner. While just over 

15% of Irish survey respondents stated that the collaboration had not led to co-publication 

many did point out that it was a work in progress and that they did expect to publish with their 

French partner. 

 

Question 3: As a result of your Ulysses collaboration did you apply to any other European 

programme for funding or supports? 

Yes 40.4% 

No 59.6% 

 

The Irish responses to question three differed from their French counterparts. While just over 

40% of Irish respondents stated that as a result of their collaborations they applied for other 

European supports only 29% indicated this in the French survey. Supports and grants applied 

for included those available under FP7, Norface, HERA, STREP and Marie Curie. A number 

have also led to applications under Horizon 2020.  

 

Question 4: Did you pursue further collaborations after the Ulysses programme? 

Yes 89.7% 

No 10.3% 

 

80% of French respondents indicated that they continued their research with an Irish partner. 

The responses on the Irish side were higher at almost 90%. The collaboration being pursued is 

also very diverse from informal partnerships and papers to joint proposals for further funding. 

In many cases the funding available under Ulysses essentially acted as seed funding for projects 

with many of those projects developing further well after the Ulysses timeframe.  
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Question 5: What is your overall opinion of the Ulysses programme (please give a score 

between 1 and 3, 1 being the lowest, 3 the highest): 

 1 2 3 
Rating 

Average 

Identifying new partners 15 17 25 2.18 

Developing new collaborations 4 17 37 2.57 

Exchanging skills and experiences 3 7 47 2.77 

 

The average scores for the three areas reflect the positive experiences of Irish researchers and 

their interaction with the Ulysses programme. While developing collaborations between 

French and Irish researchers is the overall aim of the programme the fact that exchanging skills 

and experiences scored the highest is worth noting.  

 

Question 6: In your view what are the gaps in the Ulysses programme? Can you suggest 

changes that would improve the scheme? 

Broadly speaking the vast majority of comments were complimentary about the Ulysses 

programme.  In terms of improving the programme many felt that the maximum funding of 

€2,500 being available should be reviewed. Greater funding would allow for follow up visits 

and greater collaboration. A related issued was the timeframe and rule that the funding had to 

be used within one calendar year. Greater flexibility in this area would be welcomed. One 

minor issue was the applications process which some felt was overly arduous for the level of 

funding available.  The three issues that were raised were the level of funding. 

 

Conclusion: 

The feedback on the Ulysses programme has been very positive and it is delivering on its core 

mission – developing collaborations and partnerships between Irish and French researchers.  

 

 

 

 


